GOD JUST TOUCHED ME - WHAT'S IT ALL ABOUT
LESSON 7 - SALVATION

A. Definition:

The word salvation is a frequently used by many
Christians. However, there are many people, including some
Christians, who are not sure what salvation means. Webster's
dictionary defines salvation as "being saved from danger, evil,
difficulty, or destruction.” Back in the 1960s many people went
around carrying bags of Bible tracts, accosting people, and asking
them "Are you saved?" Christians would answer yes, but non-
Christians would ask "Saved from what?" They were totally
unaware of any danger or evil lurking around. The Christian
knows we are saved from sin. For most Christians the date they
were saved is important. It marks the first day of the rest of their
life lived for Jesus. Salvation does include being saved, but goes
beyond the one event. Itis a process. Not only is the relationship
with God restored, but you are restored to the way God originally
created mankind, in His image. The relationship part is an instant
process. The image part takes the rest of your life.

B. All need it:

The truth is that everyone has fallen short of the mark
(Romans 3:23). All sin, any sin, makes one a sinner, and all sin
cuts us off from our holy God. All sin leads to death, regardless
of how great or small we think it is. Every person faces
temptations (James 1:14). The enemy puts wrong thoughts into
our minds. Then temptation comes from evil desires within, and
temptations become sin when we dwell on them and allow them to
become actions. As descendants of Adam and Eve we are all
subject to failure. The tendency to sin is like inheriting a faulty
spiritual gene from Adam and Eve. However, we are not judged
for their sins but for our own, because we all have failed (Romans
5:12). All humans are sinners by nature (the natural man) and by
practice. We all need salvation. Sin is a serious matter, and even
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after being saved we continue to stumble. We need to
acknowledge that we have not reached perfection yet (1 John 1:8).
When we say all have fallen there seems to be no hope for
humanity, but that is not quite true. There is one who has not
fallen, Jesus. He lived His life as a human and He experienced all
the temptations we do, but He did not sin (Hebrews 4:15). Satan
tempted Him on physical needs and desires, on possessions and
power, and on pride (Matthew 4:1-10). That pretty much covers
all the categories sin falls under. Our hope is in Jesus. Did you
know that you could inherit spiritual and mental characteristics as
well as physical characteristics? Do you strive to overcome any
physical or mental shortcomings you are aware of? How about
spiritual shortcomings?

There is something blocking our return to God (Isaiah
59:1:2). ) In our fallen state we are not capable of fixing the
ruptured relationship with our God. We do not have the power or
the skills to return by ourselves. Sin offends God and separates us
from Him. Sin builds a wall between God and the people He
loves. Because God is holy He can neither ignore sin nor pretend
sin did not happen. He cannot tolerate sin as if it did not matter,
because it does matter and brings spiritual death. Because He is
holy He cannot allow sin in His presence. When we commit a sin
that sin leaves it's mark on us (Job 10:14), and when God wants to
look on us He sees sin and turns away. Because He is a God of
love He made a way back for us. The Jews had to sacrifice an
animal for sin, because there is no forgiveness without the
shedding of blood (Leviticus 17:11). What applied to the Jews
also applies to us (Hebrews 9:22). The penalty of sin is death.
Blood represents life and the shedding of blood indicated death.
However, for the Jews, there was forgiveness only for inadvertent
sin (Leviticus 4:1&2, Leviticus 5:15). It is possible to know what
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is sinful and still do something wrong when emotionally upset.
Later when you calm down, realize that it was in fact sin. God
provided an atonement. For them, as for us, the sacrifice had to
be perfect, without blemish (Leviticus 1:3&10, Leviticus 4:32,
Leviticus 22:20). The unblemished animal of the Old Testament
symbolized the perfection demanded by our holy God and the
prefect nature of the real sacrifice to come, Jesus the Christ. How
do you repair ruptured relationships with other people? How
would you propose to mend the sin-ruptured relationship with
God?

C. Jesus:

Jesus did what we could not do (Colossians 1:13.14,19-
22). No other person who ever lived or ever will live could do
what Jesus did and survive. No one else ever lived a perfect,
sinless, life. He rescued us from the darkness imposed by the
enemy, and ushered us into the light of His kingdom. He
redeemed us, bought us back, and forgave all our sins. However,
what Jesus did does not mean that all people will be saved. It
means that a way has been made for anyone who will trust Him to
be saved. Itis as if a heavenly trust fund has been established,
sufficient to cover every sin ever committed or ever to be
committed. We still must apply for the grant. Praise God that He
is a God of second chances.

When Jesus lived on earth as a human He identified
Himself with humanity to such a degree that He took
responsibility for all human sin (Romans 5:18). He took our sins
upon Himself and took our punishment upon Himself. Through
faith in Christ we are restored to our God instead of being His
enemies separated from Him. Jesus came specifically to set us
free from the bondage of sin (Galatians 1:4). As a matter of fact,
He went so far as to become sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21). He
traded us His righteousness for our sin, which seems to be
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anything but a fair trade. That is how much He loves us. Our sin
was nailed to the tree (1 Peter 2:24). Christ died for us so we
would not have to suffer the punishment we deserve. We were
held captive and He bought our freedom (1 Corinthians 6:20).
When we accept what He did to free us from the bondage of sin
we become His and we are obligated to His service. The price He
paid was tremendous (Mark 10:45) because we are not capable of
paying it. We were spiritually bankrupt. Whenever anyone is
held captive for ransom they have to depend on someone else to
pay the price. The price He paid was sufficient to cover all the
evil humanity could ever do (Titus 2:14, John 1:29). When Jesus
died as the perfect sacrifice it took care of all the worlds sin. The
job was finished (John 19:30). That means that the price was paid
in full, the total penalty for all sin, past, present, and future was
taken care of. There is nothing left for us to pay. Can you even
imagine the physical and emotional and spiritual pain inflicted on
that Thursday night and Friday day 2000 years ago? Do you ever
feel that you need to do some suffering of your own for your
wrongs? If so, why?

D. The only way:

There is only one way back to God (Acts 4:12). God
designated Jesus to be the Savior of the world, and there is no one
else His equal. The history of humanity is the story of ignoring
God or attempting to define man-made pathways back to God.
There seems to be a distinct aversion in some people to accepting
God's way. Maybe it seems to easy since it doesn't require our
punishment. Maybe it seems too hard because it requires us to
depend fully on Jesus. They call Christians narrow minded
because we will not accept any other way. They try to make us
feel guilty by saying we have a closed mind. Itis all right to be
open-minded as long as you are not so open minded that your
brains fall out. The truth is that there is no other way (1 Timothy
2:5&6). God told us that there is only His way or man's way
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(Jeremiah 21:8) and then gave us a subtle hint about which way to
chose (Deuteronomy 30:19). The only one in the entire universe
who can stand between God and humanity is Jesus, who is both
God and man. There is only one who can grant eternal life (John
11:25&26). Jesus has power over life and death as well as the
power to forgive sin. He is our Creator and source of life. There
is absolutely no way to get back to God except through Jesus
(John 14:6). The way is narrow, but it is wide enough for the
whole world to get there. All other ways lead to death. Jesus is
the way - the path to the Father. Jesus is the truth - the reality of
God's promises, Jesus is the life - joining His divine life to our
human life, making us new creatures, now and for eternity. What
are some reasons you think people do not want to accept God's
way? Do you feel comfortable with not having options?

E. A qgift:
Our efforts to save ourselves are not needed (Romans

3:24-26). There is no way we can ever earn what God offers as a
free gift. When we are justified we are declared "Not Guilty",
because Jesus took our guilt upon Himself. When we are
redeemed we are freed from slavery to sin because Jesus paid the
price for us. Faith is required (Romans 5:1). Faith in Jesus,
trusting that He is who He said He is, and that He did all that will
ever be required to save us. Faith trusts Him to be sufficient and
all we will ever need (Galatians 2:16). Then we will be reconciled
to God because there is no longer any blockage due to sin. Works
are not required because no works we could ever accomplish
would be sufficient to pay the price. Whenever you try to earn
salvation you are saying that the work Jesus did on the cross was
not sufficient to cover your sin. We are saved because of faith,
and it is because we are saved that we try to be pleasing in God's
sight, doing those things He wants us to do. Works are a sign of
being saved, not a cause (James 2:17&18). It is strictly by God's
grace that we are saved. Salvation is a gift (Romans 11:6), and by
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definition, you do not earn or pay for gifts. Do you ever feel
guilty because you are really getting off without charge? What
sorts of things might you try to do to help pay your own way?

Salvation belongs to the Lord (Ephesians 1:4). We did not
see God and run to him; He called to us. Before the world even
came into being He knew we would fail, and He already had a
solution in place. Even knowing that many would fall away, His
love compelled Him to create us anyway for the sake of those who
would return to Him. His solution was to credit us with what
Jesus would do, and He decided before time that anyone who
would accept Jesus would be saved (2 Thessalonians 2:13&14,
Ephesians 1:4). Eternal life comes through knowing our God, and
the only way to do that is through Jesus (John 17:3). We can get
to Jesus only when we are called by the Father through the urging
of the Holy Spirit (John 6:44&45). Salvation truly belongs to
God, and if He had not initiated the action we would all be lost.
All who turn to God are accepted (Joel 2:32). That is a message
we must share (Ezekiel 3:18&19). Understand that the work of
salvation was no easy task (Isaiah 52:10). Dealing with a bunch
of stiff-necked creatures with big egos, like humanity, is never
easy. Did you realize that God has been seeking you because He
wanted you to be in His family? Did you know that some people
do not respond because they have a spiritual hearing problem?
How should we react to the spiritually hard of hearing?

F. Our part:
We do have a part to play in our own salvation

(Philippians 2:12&13). It seems to be a contradiction to say that
Jesus did all that was necessary, and then say we need to work out
our salvation. However, we have an enemy who is out to destroy
us (1 Peter 5:8). We are living in his domain, and we are in a war
that will last as long as we are in this world. Lions attack the sick,
the young, stragglers, the weary, and those who are not alert. You



GOD JUST TOUCHED ME - WHAT'S IT ALL ABOUT
LESSON 7 - SALVATION

will be attacked when you are at your weakest. You need to
understand that it is possible for a saved believer to abandon God
and return to the old worldly life and never come back (Hebrews
6:4-6). That is death. It is also possible to accept God and then
deliberately continue in some sin, denying that it is sin (Hebrews
10:26&27). It may be embezzlement (stealing), being abusive
(failure to love), sexual promiscuity (fornication and adultery), or
others, all of which are sin. That is death. Jesus completed the
work of salvation. Now we have to maintain it in our own lives.
Not only individuals need to maintain it, but the entire church
must be careful about what we believe and how we live,
especially when we are on our own in the world. The world is
watching closely and wants to see you fail.

Our first necessary action is to become saved, and that is
to repent (Acts 3:19). That means admitting to sin and living as
God intended. Then the battle begins and we need God's strength
(Ephesians 6:10). The enemy does not want us back in fellowship
with God. We battle rulers and authorities and we can not survive
without the power of the Holy Spirit and the full armor of God
(Ephesians 6:13-18). We must consciously stay rooted in Christ
(John 15:4&5). We must be on our guard and stand firm with
courage and strength (1 Corinthians 16:13, Galatians 5:1). We
need to live in the Spirit (Philippians 1:27). You can be lost if you
don't stand firm (Matthew 10:22) but you need to realize that
standing firm is evidence of commitment to Jesus, not a cause of
salvation. Perseverance brings the crown of life (James 1:12). Do
not allow the enemy to wear you down (Galatians 6:9) because he
is only trying to get you weary enough to give up. Jesus said that
if you endure you will eat of the tree of life (Revelation 2:7), you
will not be hurt by the second death (Revelation 2:11), you will be
given to eat of the hidden manna (Revelation 2:17), you will be
saved, wear white raiment, and be in the Lamb's book of life
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(Revelation 3:5), you will sit with Jesus in heaven (Revelation
3:21), and you will be sons of God and inherit all things
(Revelation 21:7). If you think you are seeing a pattern here, you
are right. The message is never, ever give up. The battle can be
won. Anchor yourself in the Lord Jesus Christ and refuse to
budge. Finally, order you life around God's desires so your whole
life becomes a prayer, and continue to pray for the church
(Ephesians 6:18). Do you see the task ahead as exciting or
wearying? Are you aware that the struggle will not end until you
either die or are raptured?

To recap, salvation:

Is a process

Is needed by everyone
Breaks down barriers
Is a work of Jesus
Obligates us to Jesus
Is only through Jesus
Is a gift of God's
Cannot be earned
Belongs to the Lord
Requires us to stand firm
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SCRIPTURE MAIN POINT CONSIDERATIONS/QUESTIONS

B. Romans 3:23 Everyone has fallen short of the 1) As descendants of Adam and Eve we are all subject to failure.
James 1:14 mark 2) Did you know that you can inherit spiritual and mental characteristics
?‘32:1""““51 _58:12 as well as physical characteristics?

Hebrews 4:15
Matthew 4:1-10
Isaiah 59:1&2
Job 10:14
Leviticus 17:11
Hebrews 9:22
Leviticus 4:1&2
Leviticus 5:15
Leviticus 1:3&10
Leviticus 4:32
Leviticus 22:20

There is something blocking our

return to God

3) Do you strive to overcome any physical or mental shortcomings you
are aware of?

4) In our fallen state we don't fit the criteria for fixing the ruptured
relationship.

5) How do you repair ruptured relationships with other people?

6) How would you propose to mend the sin-ruptured relationship with
God?

C. Colossians 1:13.14,19-22

Jesus did what we could not do

1) No other person who ever lived or ever will live could do what Jesus

Romans 5:18 did and survive.
Sg?r'i":]rt‘ﬁi;‘; 501 2) Can you even imagine the physical and emotional and spiritual pain
1 Peter 2:24 inflicted on that Thursday night and Friday day so long ago?
1 Corinthians 6:20 3) Do you ever feel that you need to do some suffering of your own for
Mark 10:45 your wrongs?
Titus 2:14 4) If so, why?
John 1:29
John 19:30
D. Acts 4:12 There is only one way back to God | 1) The history of humanity is the story of attempting to define man-

1 Timothy 2:5&6
Jeremiah 21:8
Deuteronomy 30:19
John 11:25&26

made pathways back to God.
2) What are some reasons many people do not want to accept God's
way?

John 14:6 3) Do you feel comfortable with not having options?
E. Romans 3:24-26 Our efforts are not needed 1) There is no way we can ever earn what God offers.
Romans 5:1 2) Do you ever feel guilty because you are really getting off without
Galatians 2:16 charge?
Romans 11:6 '

James 2:17&18

3) What sorts of things might you try to help pay?
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SCRIPTURE

MAIN POINT

CONSIDERATIONS/QUESTIONS

E. Continued

Ephesians 1:4

2 Thessalonians 2:13&14

Ephesians 1:4
John 17:3

John 6:44&45
Joel 2:32
Ezekiel 3:18&19
Isaiah 52:10

Salvation belongs to the Lord

1) We did not see God and run to him; He called to us.

2) Did you realize that God has been seeking you because He wanted
you to be in His family?

3) Did you know that some people do not respond because they have a
spiritual hearing problem?

4) How should we react to the spiritually hard of hearing?

F. Philippians 2:12&13

1 Peter 5:8
Hebrews 6:4-6
Hebrews 10:26&27

Acts 3:19
Ephesians 6:10
John 15:4&5
Ephesians 6:13-18
1 Corinthians 16:13
Galatians 5:1
Philippians 1:27
Matthew 10:22
James 1:12
Galatians 6:9
Revelation 2:7
Revelation 2:11
Revelation 2:17
Revelation 3:5
Revelation 3:21
Revelation 21:7
Ephesians 6:18

We have a part to play in our own

salvation

1) Jesus completed the work of salvation and we have to maintain it in
our own lives.

2) Do you see the task ahead as exciting or wearying?

3) Are you aware that the struggle will not end until you either die or are
raptured?
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SCRIPTURE WORDS MEANING OF ORIGINAL LANGUAGES
B. Romans 3:23 SINNED 1) creek harmatano, ham-ar-tan'-o, miss the mark, err, offend, sin
James 1:14 trespass
1John 1:8 TEMPTED 2) Greek peirazo, pi-rad'-zo, to taste, entice, tempt
DECEIVE 3) creek planao, plan-ah'-o, err, seduce, wander from truth, deceive
. Isaiah 59:1:2 SEPARATED 1) Hebrew badal, baw-dal’, divide, separate, sever
Job 10:14 MARKEST 2) Hebrew Shamar, shaw-mar', mark, observe, preserve
ACQUIT 3) Hebrew Nagah, naw-kaw', be blameless, hold innocent, acquit
Leviticus 17:11 ATONEMENT 4) Hebrew kaphor, kaw-for', cleanse, forgive, reconcile, atone
creek Katallage, kat-al-lag-ay’, restore to favor, reconciliation,
atonement
Leviticus 5:15 IGNORANCE 5) Hebrew Shashegagah, sheg-aw-gaw’, inadvertent, unawares,
unwittingly, in ignorance
Leviticus 1:3&10 REMISSION 6) Hebrew aphesis, af'-es-is, pardon, deliverance, forgiveness, remission

WITHOUT BLEMISH

7) Hebrew tamiym, taw-meem’, complete perfect, without spot, undefiled,
without blemish

C. Colossians 1:14&20 REDEMPTION 1) creek apolutrosia, ap-ol-00'-tro-sis, ransom in full, deliverance,
redemption
RECONCILE 2) creek apokatallasso, ap-ok-at-al-las'-o, reconcile fully
Mark 10:45 RANSOM 3) creek lutron, loos'-tron, redemption price, ransom
John 19:30 FINISHED 4) creek teleo, tel-eh'-0, complete, discharge a debt, accomplish, finish,
pay
D. Acts 4:12 SALVATION 1) creek SOteria, so-tay-ree'-ah, rescue, deliver, health, save, salvation
1 Timothy 2:5 MEDIATOR 2) Greek Mesites, mes-ee'-tace, go-between, reconciler, mediator
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SCRIPTURE WORDS MEANING OF ORIGINAL LANGUAGES
E. Romans 3:24&25 JUSTIFIED 1) creek dikaioo, dik-ah-yo'-o, render just, free, be righteous, justify
PROPITIATION 2) creek hilasterion, hil-as-tay'-ree-on, expiation, atoning victim,
propitiation
FORBEARANCE 3) creek anoche, an-akh-ay', self restraint, tolerance, forbearance
GRACE 4) creek charis, khar'-ece, benefit, favor, gift, grace
Ephesians 1:4 FOUNDATION 5) creek katabole, kat-ab-ol-y', conscience, foundation

2 Thessalonians 2:13

PREDESTINATION

SANCTIFICATION

6) Greek proorizo, pro-or-id'-zo, predetermine, determine before hand,
ordain, predestine
7) creek hagiasmos, hag-ee-as-mos', purification, holiness, sanctification

Acts 3:19
Matthew 10:22

John 15:4

1 Corinthians 16:13
Philippians 1:27
Ephesians 6:18

Hebrews 6:4-6
1 Peter 5:8

Revelation 2:7

REPENT
ENDURETH

ABIDE
STAND
STRONG

STRIVING
SUPPLICATION
PERSEVERANCE
ENLIGHTENED
ADVERSARY
DEVOUR
OVERCOMETH

1) creek mentanoeo, met-an-o-eh'-o, think differently, reconsider, repent

2) creek hupomeno, hoop-om-en'-o, stay under, remain, bear trials, abide,
endure

3) creek Mmeno, men'-o, stay, continue, endure, remain, stand, abide

4) creek Steko, stay'-ko, be stationary, persevere, stand fast

5) creek endunamoo, en-doo’-nam-ol-o0, empower, increase in strength, be
strong

6) creek Sunathleo, soon-ath-leh’-o, wrestle, labor, strive

7) creek deesis, deh’-ay-sis, petition, prayer, request, supplication

8) creek proskarteresis, pros-kar-ter'-ay-sis, persistency

9) creek photizo, fo-tid'-zo, shine, illuminate, make to see, enlighten

10) creek antidikos, an-tid'-ee-kos, arch-enemy, adversary

11) creek katpino, kot-ap-ee'-no, drink down, gulp entire, devour

12) creek Nikao, nik-ah'-o, subdue, overcome, prevail, get the victory
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